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CSULB 

professor 
to present 
workshop 


at UCR 


The program focuses 
on teaching Spanish 
speaking students 
Italian and French. 


By STEPHANIE ROMERO 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach professor Clo- 
rinda Donato Will take her award winning 
language program to the University of 
California, Riverside next month, where 
she will teach professors a method that 
makes a derived language easier to learn. 

Donato, who began the intercompre- 
hension program at CSULB in 2009, will 
be showing professors how to teach con- 
cepts of intercomprehension, a method 
that enables people to communicate with 
each other by using different languages. 

“Intercomprehension is a way of 
communication in which a language is 
similar to the speech of another related 
language,” Donato said. “This program is 
targeted to Spanish-speaking students to 
learn languages similar to that language.” 

The presentation will focus on teach- 
ing professors and faculty intercompre- 
hension methods that can be used in the 
classroom, Donato said. 

“Spanish speakers find it effective 
to learn [intercomprehension because] 
they go through the material quickly,” 
Donato said. 

Donato said she was inspired to start 
the program, which is currently made up 
of six courses, when French Consulate 
Cultural Attaché Laurent Devéze gave 
a presentation on the topic in her class. 

Donato said the way romance lan- 
guages, such as French, Italian and Span- 
ish, are linked together amazed her. 

“After Devéze told us about inter- 
comprehension and how we [could] ap- 
ply for a grant, we went ahead and took 
the initiative to apply,’ Donato said. 

In 2009, the program received a 
$100,000 grant from National Endow- 
ment of the Humanities, an independent 
federal agency that funds humanities pro- 
grams in the U.S. The grant was used to fi- 
nance workshops at universities in several 
states, including Oregon and New York. 

Donato said that although the program 
has been a success, there are still some 
challenges it needs to overcome, such as 
a lack of materials, like textbooks. 

“At the end of the semester, we con- 
duct a survey about the course, and 90 
percent of the students that take the class 
are excited to use the language they 
know and how it tailors to them,” Do- 
nato said. “[But] the lack of materials ... 
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SMOKING 
BAN STILL 
HAZY 


The campus smoking referendum that students passed in March has yet to be signed. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


early a year has gone by since 
more than 4,100 students 
voted to pass Cal State Long 


Beach’s smoking referendum, yet 
the university still has not become a 
smoke-free campus. 

Last March, 64.22 percent of stu- 
dents who voted in the election voted 
to approve Referendum #2, which rec- 
ommended that former CSULB Presi- 
dent F. King Alexander ban smoking 
on campus. 

Although the referendum passed, 
smoking is still allowed in designated ar- 
eas on campus. Interim President Donald 
J. Para said the issue is being discussed. 

“It’s a topic that we’re paying a lot 
of attention to,” Para said. “Response is 
unfolding [and,] one of the things we’re 
going to have to review is [whether] the 
[Cal State University is] going to take 
position for all the campuses ... We 
have not forgotten about it.” 


In January 2013, the CSU Academ- 
ic Senate approved a resolution asking 
CSU Chancellor Timothy P. White to 
take “the necessary steps to modify 
CSU system policy to create a smoke- 
free university system, including all 
facilities.” according to the CSU web- 
Site. 

The resolution also called on White 
to ensure that the sale of tobacco prod- 
ucts on CSU campuses will be prohib- 


ited, according to the CSU website. 
CSU Spokesman Mike Uhlenkamp 
said the 23-campus system is currently 
working on developing a smoking policy. 
“What we’ve done is we’ve assembled 
a working group to work at the issue,” 
Uhlenkamp said. “It is our hope to share 
[the policy] before the end of 2014.” 
Two CSU campuses have banned 
smoking in the past year. Most other 
CSU campuses have smoking restric- 
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tions in place, such as those banning 
smoking inside of buildings and with- 
in approximately 25 to 50 feet of a 
building’s main entrance or windows. 

On Jan. 1, San Diego State Univer- 
sity became the second CSU to ban 
smoking, according to the SDSU web- 
site. Cal State Fullerton became the 
first on Aug. 1. 

CSUF and SDSU’s decision to ban 
smoking highlights a nationwide trend 
of establishing smoke-free campuses. 

According to the Americans for 
Nonsmokers’ Rights website, 1,182 
colleges and universities are 100 per- 
cent smoke-free. The number has 
more than doubled since October 
2011, when only 586 colleges and uni- 
versities were smoke-free, according 
to the website. 

CSULB students’ opinions varied 
on the potential smoking restriction. 
While some students said they would 
like smoking to be banned, others 
didn’t see it as an issue. 

Sophomore Tyler Granger said he 
thought the smoking ban could be 
more effective than CSULB’s current 
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makes it harder to teach the course, 
and we are currently working on 
books at the moment.” 

Junior Spanish major Josefina 
Inzunzas, a student enrolled in the 
French for Spanish speakers course, 
said intercomprehension has been 
helpful in learning. 

“This course has helped me in 
understanding the usage of Spanish 
to French,” she said. “The skills of 
knowing Spanish make it faster to 
pick up the other language.” 

Inzunzas said that while it has been 
a challenge to take the class without 
the relevant books, the course has 
been easier than she anticipated. She 
said that with her knowledge of Span- 
ish, she has been able to find similari- 
ties in word usages between Spanish, 
Italian and French. 

Donato’s presentation will be given 
at UCR from 2 to 4 p.m. on Feb. 6, ac- 
cording to the UCR website. 


SMOKING 


Continued from Page | 


smoking policy. 

“Designated [smoking] areas don’t 
do much,” Granger said. “It’s cool if 
they want it, but it’s a big space [and] 
hard to enforce.” 

Freshman Kari Scheer, on the other 
hand, said on-campus smoking didn’t 
bother her as long as smokers were 
considerate of non-smokers. 

“It’s a public place, and if you’re 
not bugging anyone with it, it’s not my 
problem,” Scheer said. 

Alex Campos contributed to this re- 
port. 


Week of Welcome to take over upper campus today 


More than 200 
campus organizations 
are in attendance. 


By Donn GruTA 
Assistant City Editor 


Flyers, food and smiling faces await 
on upper campus today to kick off the 
spring semester. 

More than 200 campus organizations 
and clubs will set up booths on the Cen- 
tral Quad today and tomorrow from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. to promote their groups, 
recruit new members and welcome re- 
turning students during this semester’s 
Week of Welcome. 

Week of Welcome is an event held 
at the beginning of the fall and spring 
semesters that provide “student orga- 
nization fairs” and other activities, ac- 
cording to the Associated Students Inc. 
website. 

Since Cal State Long Beach is pri- 
marily a commuter campus, Week of 
Welcome is a good way to give com- 
muter students representation in cam- 
pus activities, ASI Vice President Jona- 
thon Bolin said. 

“Week of Welcome is the most im- 
portant event to go to if you’re looking 
to get involved,” Bolin said. “The extra- 
curricular component of college life is 
so important.” 

Senior marketing major Keith Gabal- 
don said that as a commuter student, the 
event helps him learn more about what 
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Student organizations give information and recruit new members at Week of Welcome Sept. 4. 


is happening on campus. 

“T think it’s a big motivator,” Gabal- 
don said. “It makes me feel [like] I have 
plenty of opportunities and that I’m off 
to a good start ... We can find out what 
organizations we might be interested in 
and might want to join.” 

Senior marketing major Sandy Ke- 
opimpha said she looks forward to net- 


working with other students. 

“T think [Week of Welcome] allows 
students to get a chance to get to know 
each other ... and socialize,” she said. 

Bolin said that many university orga- 
nizations and clubs will participate in 
the two-day event. 

This semester’s participants include 
the African American Student Union, 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


CSULB American Marketing Association 
and National Society of Collegiate Schol- 
ars, among others. Week of Welcome will 
also serve as recruitment day for the Presi- 
dent’s Ambassadors Program. 

“It’s really about being able to shop 
around and find out where you want to 
be,” Bolin said. “It’s a great resource for 
students.” 
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State of the Union: Obama tells congress, ‘Help the poor, or I will’ 


WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama looked to revive his second 
term in a sweeping speech to the nation 
Tuesday, outlining an agenda that calls 
for creating jobs and addressing the 
widening gap between rich and poor. 

In his annual State of the Union ad- 
dress, Obama called for a “Year of Ac- 
tion,” saying that he wants to work with 
Congress but will act on his own when 
he can, if necessary. 

In one example, he said he’d sign an 
executive order forcing federal contrac- 
tors to raise the minimum wage for 
their low-paid workers, and he chal- 
lenged Congress to do the same for all 
workers. 

He offered a mix of new and old 
ideas, and after five years of being rou- 
tinely thwarted by Congress, Obama 
made it clear he plans to go it alone 
when he can’t get congressional buy-in, 
using the power of his office. 

“1m eager to work with all of you,” 
Obama said in the speech to a nation- 
ally televised joint session of Congress. 
“But America does not stand still and 
neither will I. So wherever and wheney- 
er | can take steps without legislation to 
expand opportunity for more American 
families, that’s what I’m going to do.” 

Entering his sixth year in office, 
Obama worked to tie economic com- 
plaints to a long tide of history rather 
than his own record. He said that al- 
though the U.S. has largely pulled out 
of the economic recession, the middle 
class has lost jobs and income from 
three decades of blows, including 
shifts in technology and global com- 
petition. 

“Today, after four years of economic 
growth, corporate profits and stock 


prices have rarely been higher, and 
those at the top have never done bet- 
ter,” he said. “But average wages have 
barely budged. Inequality has deep- 
ened. Upward mobility has stalled. The 
cold, hard fact is that even in the midst 
of recovery, too many Americans are 
working more than ever just to get by, 
let alone get ahead. And too many still 
aren’t working at all.” 

Obama said he would introduce 
new retirement savings plans with 
a guaranteed return for those whose 
employers do not offer such plans. 
White House officials said about half 
of workers don’t have a work-based 
retirement plan. 

He said he would host a summit to 
highlight policies that help working 
families, instruct Vice President Joe 
Biden to review the federal job train- 
ing system and work with companies 
to increase apprenticeships. He said 
he cut bureaucratic red tape by im- 
proving the efficiency of the federal 
permitting process and pushing for 
more timely decisions on permits 
and reviews. 

Obama said he will continue to push 
Congress to extend jobless benefits and 
raise the minimum wage to $10.10 for 
all Americans, a move some Demo- 
crats are eager to use to contrast with 
Republicans on the campaign trail in 
November. 

The executive order would raise the 
minimum wage from $7.25 to $10.10 
per hour for employees who work for 
companies involved in future govern- 
ment contracts. White House officials 
said they hoped it would spark other 
employers to follow suit. 

Obama said he also wants lawmak- 
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ers to expand the earned income tax 
credit, remove retirement tax breaks for 
the wealthiest while expanding them 
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gay workers. 

He again pushed lawmakers to re- 
write the nation’s immigration laws, 
which he said could grow the economy 
$1 trillion over two decades and create 


thousands of jobs. 

The Democratic-controlled Senate 
last year passed the most significant 
overhaul of the nation’s immigration 
laws in a generation. The Republican- 
led House of Representatives won't 
consider the bill, which provides a 
path to citizenship for the estimated 
11 million immigrants who are in the 
country illegally, until the borders are 
secure. 

But Republican leaders in the House, 
mindful of the changing face of the 
U.S. electorate, are expected to intro- 
duce their own guidelines later this 
week for legalizing millions of undocu- 
mented immigrants. 

Obama opens his sixth year in the 
White House after a tumultuous year 
that prompted some of the worst job 
approval ratings since he took office. 
A divided Congress is already turning 
much of its focus to the November elec- 
tion, and he’s got just three years left in 
office to make his mark. 

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers of 
Washington, the highest-ranking wom- 
an in the House Republican leadership, 
offered her party’s response, blaming 
Obama’s policies, and not 30 years of 
economic trends, for “making people’s 
lives harder.” 

She said Republicans have plans that 
focus on jobs “without more spending, 
government bailouts and red tape.” 

And she took a swipe at Obama’s sig- 
nature health care law, saying it’s not 
working. 

“We’ve all talked to too many people 
who have received cancellation notices 
they didn’t expect or who can no longer 
see the doctors they always have,” she 
said. 
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Our View: North Long Beach will benefit from new library 


North Long Beach is building a new 
public library, the first since 1951, ac- 
cording to the Press Telegram. 

There is one catch though: in order 
to construct the library, the city will 
have to demolish the historic Atlantic 
Theater. 

Construction for the new public 
library has already begun, but not 
without resistance from groups in the 
Long Beach community. 

The Atlantic Theater has been an 
iconic building in uptown Long Beach 
since 1941, according to the Press 
Telegram. 

Opposition against the demolition 
dates back to 2010, including the Long 
Beach Heritage organization, accord- 
ing to the LA Times. 

The demolition of The Atlantic 
Theater began Saturday, according to 
the Long Beach Post. 

John Thomas, president of Long 
Beach Heritage, said to the Press 
Telegram that the Atlantic Theater is a 
reminder to the Long Beach commu- 
nity of the city’s former splendor. 

Although the Atlantic Theater has been 
a recognizable landmark in Long Beach 
for half a century, we see the repurposing 
of the building as a good thing. 

During the past 50 years, the Atlan- 
tic Theater has gone from a struggling 
cinema to a pornographic theater and 
finally, a church. 

Today, the Atlantic Theater is 
vacant. 

In 2010, The Long Beach Redevel- 
opment Agency (RDA) unanimously 
voted to tear down the Atlantic Theater 
and use the space for a civic center or 
public library, according to the Long 


Random acts of violence 


By Joann Row 
Opinions Editor 


There seems to be an ongoing trend 
of public displays of violence and rage 
throughout not only the world but our 
neighboring cities as well. 

Two weeks ago at a Florida theater, 
a man was shot to death for texting 
during a movie. 

These acts of aggression can stem 
from sociopaths with mental disot- 
ders, such as the individuals who go 
on massive killing sprees in public 
places, or even a seemingly regular 
person who allows his or her rage to 
take over. 


Beach Post. 

Introducing a new library to North 
Long Beach is a part of the RDA’s 
five-year redevelopment project, which 
began in 2009, according to the RDA 
site. 

The RDA is focusing on renovating 
run down buildings in order to create 


It’s easy to grow numb to these 
tragic events when there is a constant 
flow of violence streamed through 
the media. Sadly, most of these news 
stories no longer make it onto the front 
page. 

Chad Oulson and his wife attended 
the Grove 16 Theater in Florida. 

Oulson was texting during the 
showing of “Lone Survivor.” The 
man sitting in front of Oulson, Curtis 
Reeves, asked Oulson to stop texting. 
Oulson didn’t comply. 

The verbal exchange between 
Oulson and Reeves quickly escalated 
to physical aggression ... or what 
Reeve’s attorney claims as aggres- 
sion. 

Oulson had thrown popcorn at 


new community buildings that would 
better serve the North Long Beach 
residents. : 

The RDA, however, said it 
wants to keep some of the original 
structure to preserve the historical 
significance, including maintain- 
ing some of the floor work and the 


theater spire. 

North Long Beach is lacking a 
public library and currently, the space 
isn’t being utilized to its full potential. 
With the addition of a library, the 
community will have easier access to 
free services, such as book and movie 
rentals. 


The library could-also be used for 
learning programs and educational 
activities for younger students. 

We understand the importance 
of preserving historic buildings and 
monuments, but we would rather see 
the space used to benefit an entire 
community. 


are becoming accepted in society 


Reeves. 
According to Reeve’s attorney, 


~ Oulson throwing popcorn at Reeves 


proved that Oulson was the aggres- 
sor. By this theory, that would mean 
Reeve’s had no choice but to shoot 
Oulson during the movie, ultimately 
killing Oulson and injuring his wife. 

The person Oulson was texting was 
his daughter’s babysitter. 

Reeve’s attorney justifies the killing 
with a self-defense claim. Throwing 
popcorn is apparently a reason to be 
shot. 

If Reeve’s attorney can use throwing 
popcorn as reason for self-defense, 
is this going to become the societal 
norm? 

The first U.S. public shooting I 


| 


can remember is the Columbine High 
School massacre. At the age of 10, I 
recall thinking that was a rare occur- 
rence. Nothing like that could possibly 
happen again. ; 

It was almost.as if we didn’t have 
time to process that tragedy before the 
Santana High School shooting took 
place two years later. 

Then came a slew of ongoing 
tragediés from Virginia Tech, Aurora 
shooting, Red lake massacre and the 
most heart wrenching of all, Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. 

The events listed above were cir- 
culated throughout news medias for 
weeks but there are just as devastat- 
ing events that don’t always catch 
wind. 


The rise of random acts of violence 
doesn’t seem to be pausing anytime 
soon and used'to wonder, “Why does 
this keep happening?” 

As I read about the gross number of 
deaths involved in random shootings, 
such as the Florida incident, I’m slowly 
growing numb to acts of violence 
published on the news. 

News stories about war, shootings, 
stabbings and beatings are almost 
inescapable. 

I can’t remember a day when I 
flipped through my LA Times app and: 
didn’t read a story involving a random 
act of violence. 

Are we a product of our environ- 
ment or is the environment a product 
of us? 
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Campus Voice 


Do you agree with demolishing the Atlantic Theater for a new library? 


“Tf the space isn’t being occu- “IT don’t know if it’s right to reno- “It seems like a good idea, but “T feel like [the Atlantic The- 
pied, the land isn’t being used vate it into something else.” couldn't they have just built [a ater] should stay. It’s been here 
to its full potential.” library] somewhere else?” for a while so it’s historic.” 
~ Kevin Dinh, - Lacey Agee, - Jose Cruz, - Vanessa Ramirez, 
sophomore business major senior journalism major junior political science major sophomore child development 
major 
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Powertul, visceral and intense: A film about a film 


Joshua Oppenheimer 
breaks filmmaking 
ground with his 
documentary, 

“The Act of Killing.” 


By Zacu Nix 


Contributing Writer 


“The Act of Killing” has not been 
easy to catch, as it’s only been available 
in a few theaters and festivals during 
the past year. Now, nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Documen- 
tary, “The Act of Killing” is more rel- 
evant than ever. : 

“The Act of Killing” tells the story 
about a horrific time in Indonesian his- 
tory through the eyes of Anwar Congo, 
an interesting player in that history. 
In Indonesia, from 1965 to ‘66, death 
squads beat, tortured and burned roughly 
500,000 communists in an anti-commu- 
nist purge. 

Prior to filming, director Joshua 
Oppenheimer began a search to find 
people involved in the massacres and 
interview them in an attempt to learn 
the truth behind the massacre. Oppen- 
heimer said he was simply trying to un- 
derstand how something like this could 
have occurred and remain unmentioned 
for decades. 

During his series of interviews, Op- 
penheimer said he stumbled upon Congo, 
one of the leaders of the death squads. 

Unlike most documentaries, “The 
Act of Killing” does not just interview 
people and provide a narration of what 
occurred. Instead, Oppenheimer makes 
Congo his focus, and tells him to make 
his own film recreating what he did 
during that murderous period and ex- 
plaining why. 
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“The Act of Killing” tells the true story about a forgotten genocide, combining surreal scenes and a 
unique perspective to hit viewers with profound ethical and existential questions. 


Through Congo’s interpretation, Op- 
penheimer sheds light on not only the 
massacres, but also on the people who 
committed the murders, highlighting 
how media and film influenced Congo’s 
killing techniques. In the film, Oppen- 
heimer-also explores human nature. 

The subjects make the film interest- 
ing. Congo is portrayed as a loving, fam- 
ily man, even though he was responsible 
for personally killing 1,000 communists. 

As the film progresses, viewers see 
that Congo is a man who struggles 
with his political beliefs and the bur- 
den that he has had to carry for de- 
cades. However, it seems that making 
and watching cinema helps him cope 
with his issues. 

Several other cohorts of Congo’s are 
also extensively interviewed in the film. 
Each man brings his own opinion to the 
film, with some viewing the massacre 
as a necessary cleansing that was not 


fueled by hate, and others bittersweetly 
remember the turbulent time. 

Several surreal sequences from Con- 
go’s vision are mixed into the documen- 
tary. The scenes range from women in 
pink dresses dancing outside of a giant 
fish to Congo singing near a waterfall 
and receiving a golden medal from a 
communist he had killed. 

Oppenheimer edits the dream-like 
sequences into his film to compliment 
the disturbing subject matter. While the 


scenes are dreamy and artistic, unfor-' 


tunately, the information is all too real. 

Most. importantly, Oppenheimer 
never once states that he disagrees 
with, or resents, the film’s subjects. In- 
stead, he chooses to portray the men 
with an open mind, and at times he 
interjects facts about the law and hard- 
hitting ethical questions in between 
their statements. : 

“The Act of Killing” is the kind of 


Need Fast Cash Now? 


documentary that will stick with you. It 
reveals truth about the extremes of hu- 
man nature and reminds us of a forgot- 
ten genocide that should be a part of our 
historical knowledge. 

Oppenheimer clearly feels passion- 
ate about this subject, and has created a 
profound, disturbing documentary that 
not everyone will be able to stomach. 


The film has been released on Video - 


on Demand and DVD. 


stay up 
to date 


with D49er 


tweets 


@daily49er 


' 27 LEGAL SERVICES 


saat one into an ATM machine! 


CLASSIFIEDS 7 


ClassAdD49er@gmail.com www. Daily49er.com Wednesday, January 29, 2014 


Legal Ne ie ey ae 
on 


consulta 
attorne Seer 88 
ichael Lindle eyE 


Show your support for & 


35 EMPLOYMENT Opport. 


Sake On 4 Global mega-Trends 
fast growing company! Turn your 


Call Today 714-234-5855 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


vn Tube 


facebook. 


covered. 


Purchase now at SSPA 010B Daily 49er Office - (562)985-5736 


ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE 
[|] NO REFUNDS [| MINIMUM SIZE: 3 LINES RATE PER DAY: No. of Runs 


*NEW CLASSIFICATION LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE. $2.00/line 1 day i 

UTIVE $1.50/line 2-4days Daily Cost 

*PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE $1.00/line 5 - 20 days 
CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. eS  onuits Pap 


$ .80/line semester rate 
TO PLACE AD ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM Additional $1.00 charge for bold Balance Due 


PRINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 


(IF ALL CAPS, 27 CHARACTERS). 
Special Instructions: BLD, ITALIC, ETC. 


Cwitter 


Go to 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


Bold Charge = $ 


[ N DEX (CIRCLE APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATION) 


10. Announcements 31. Internships 50. Apts./ Houses Wanted 
11. Organizations 32. English Tutoring 52. Roommates Wanted 
12. Typing 33. Tutor Needed 54. Apts. for Rent 

15. Volunteers 34. Pets 56. Houses for Rent 

18. Insurance 35. Employment Opport. 57. Rooms for Rent 

20. Travel 36. Auditions 58. Condos for Rent 

25. Lost 39. Jobs Wanted 59. Condos for Sale 

26. Found 40. Misc for Sale 60. Houses for Sale 

27. Legal Services 41. Computers for Sale 79. Motorcycles 

28. Child Care 43. Music Lessons 84. Used Cars for Sale 
30. School & Instruction 46. Boats 88. Used Cars Wanted 


OCT. 


JUNE 
5 


12 
19 
26 


8 


SPORTS 


Wednesday, January 29, 2014 


TRIUMPH FROM TRAGEDY 


Travis Hammonds has made the most of a difficult upbringing, now excelling at Long Beach State. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


ometimes, basketball is more 
than a game. 


Sometimes, it’s life — and not 
in the cliché sense that basketball is life 
for professional athletes. 

Sometimes, basketball is literally the 
difference between life and death. 

For Travis Hammonds, success on 
the court has led to safety off of it. 
Growing up in the housing projects of 
Columbia, S.C., Hammonds’ pre-col- 
lege life was marred by tragedy. 

Before he enrolled at Long Beach 


State in December, and before he put 


up 20 points in a win over UC Davis on 
Jan. 11, Hammonds endured the deaths 
of two friends and a cousin, all of whom 
were shot dead within the last five years. 

The first happened when Hammonds 
was in eighth grade and his friend was 
shot in the head at a gas station after 
attending a party with an older crowd. 
Hammonds said his friend was an in- 
nocent bystander. 

The second happened in his sopho- 
more year of high school. Hammonds’ 
best friend, who Hammonds said he 
frequently played football and basket- 
ball with, was “chilling at home” with 
a group of friends. 

Then a rival gang knocked on the 
door, and when Hammonds’ friend an- 
swered it, they opened fire. 

“When you go to that house, you al- 
ready know who’s there,’ Hammonds 
said. “He just opened the door and they 
let fire on him. It wasn’t even meant for 
him, it was meant for his other friend 
that was in the house with him.” 

The tragedy continues. During the 
September between Hammonds’ junior 
and senior year of high school, Ham- 
monds’ cousin, Maxwell Hayes, was 
caught in an ugly situation outside of 
‘El Cheapo’ Gas Station in Columbia. 

“He told the cashier that ‘somebody 
is trying to get me,” Hantmonds said. 
The cashier let Hayes hide inside until 
the man, who Hammonds said was rid- 
ing a bike, passed along. 

The man disappeared, and Hayes 
thought it would be safe to leave. In re- 
ality, though, the man, later identified as 
Ronald Branch by Columbia police, had 
just made a lap around the gas station. 
Branch was there waiting for Hayes 
when he stepped outside. 

“{Branch] came around on his bike 
and started shooting at [Hayes],’ Ham- 
monds said. “He was shot two times in 
the chest and one time in the head.” 

Hayes was picked up by an ambulance 
but died later that day at the hospital. 

“That really took a toll on me,” Ham- 
monds said. “Every time before we line 
up for the star spangled banner [before 
games], I kiss up to him. I let him know 
‘Tl never forget you.” 

Even without the tragedy, Ham- 
monds’ path to The Beach hasn’t been 
as straightforward as most. He signed a 
letter of intent in April of 2013 and was 
set to enroll in the fall, but his test scores 
weren't good enough to make the team. 

“When he didn’t make his test score 
originally, that made us short-handed,” 
head coach Dan Monson said. “He 
knew that, and he felt like he let every- 
body down.” 

In the meantime, Hammonds at- 
tended Gray Military Academy. He im- 
proved his test scores and gave Monson 
acall when the 49ers were still enduring 
a nine-game losing streak, asking if he 
could come to LBSU in Fall of 2014. 

Monson had another idea. 

“We said ‘hey, we'll be fine next 
year,” Monson said. “‘We need help 
right now. Do you want to come-and 
help this team? We’ll give you a schol- 
arship and we'll worry about next year 


if you come in and do the right things.’ 
We were 1-9 and needed help.” 

Hammonds provided help as soon 
as it mattered. He became eligible be- 
fore the 49ers’ game against Southern 
California on Dec. 19 but didn’t log 
any minutes until the next game, when 
LBSU hosted Montana State-Billings. 

His first big game came in the 49ers’ 
Big West Conference opener, when he 
scored a team-best 12 points in a 46-44 
loss to UC Irvine. 

He then broke out for 20 points two 
days later in a game against UC Davis, 
keeping the 49ers competitive until 
Mike Caffey and Tyler Lamb led a 30-0 
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run to start the second half. 

“What Travis Hammonds has 
brought to this team has been remark- 
able,” Monson said after the game. 
“This week, he’s had a really good week 
of realizing what he needs to do to help 
this team and doing it.” 

Since then, the statistics have 
dropped off for Hammonds. For the 
most part, praise has been replaced by 
criticism on the part of the coaches. 
Monson has been heard yelling “this 
isn’t your personal playground” at him 
after seeing him take poor shots. Ham- 
monds has responded, though, and said 
the coaching is helping. 


Lone Beach State ATHLETICS 
Left, above: Travis Hammonds 
(24) takes jump shots in a game 
against UC Davis. Hammonds 
finished the game with a 
career-best 20 points. 


“Ym thankful for the time. and the 
minutes that I have,’ Hammonds said. 
“J also look at it as a good thing because 
if you don’t get on me like that, I’m just 
going to keep continue doing it. And if 1 
keep continue doing it like that, it’s go- 
ing to hurt our team.” 

As someone who enrolled in spring, 
Hammonds is also experiencing the edu- 
cation portion of college for the first time. 

“I’ve pretty much got easy classes,” 
he said, “other than English. I just hate 
writing papers. Yesterday we had to 
write a three-page essay during class, 
but I killed it.” 

Life has undoubtedly been differ- 
ent for Hammonds since he left Co- 
lumbia, but he hasn’t forgotten what 
got him across ‘the country. He still 
honors Hayes before pregame national 
anthems, and he still acknowledges 
the impact basketball had on his life in 
South Carolina. 

“Basketball definitely, definitely got 
me out of a whole lot of situations,” 
Hammonds said. “Basketball, that’s 
what saved me. Saved me from a lot of 
bad things that could have happened. 
That’s why I cherish the game so much.” 
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SPORTS 
CALENDAR 


Thursday 
Men’s basketball 


at Hawaii, 9 p.m. 
Stan Sherrif Center 


Women’s basketball 
vs. Hawaii, 7 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Friday 
Women’s tennis 
vs. Cal State Fullerton, 2 p.m. 
Rhodes Tennis Center 


Men’s volleyball 
at Stanford 
Palo Alto, Calif. 


Saturday 
Men’s basketball 


vs. Cal State Fullerton, 4 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Women’s basketball 
at Cal State Fullerton, 6 p.m. 
Titan Gym 


Men’s volleyball 
at Pacific, 7 p.m. 
Spanos Center 


Sunda 
Women’s water polo 
vs. San Diego State, noon 
Campus Pool 
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